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HANDOVER OF THE FIRST PC-21 TO QINETIQ  

Under the contract concluded with the British company QinetiQ in 2016, 

Pilatus is to provide two PC-21s to the “Empire Test Pilots’ School (ETPS)” 

based in Wiltshire, in the south of England. Operated by QinetiQ, ETPS 

functions as a training centre for flight test engineers and test pilots, and 

enjoys an excellent reputation worldwide. 

 

On 17 July, Markus Bucher, CEO of Pilatus, presented a traditional Swiss 

souvenir to Steve Wadey, CEO of QinetiQ Group Plc to commemorate the 

delivery and handover of their first PC-21 trainer aircraft. The second PC-21 

will be delivered in the fourth quarter of 2018 and will be used for test pilot 

training courses commencing early in 2019. 

 

The PC-21: an important part of the new training programme 

The two PC-21s have been produced with a fully integrated Flight Test 

Instrumentation capability for use by ETPS in training test pilots and flight test 

engineers. 

 

The acquisition of the two PC-21s forms a key part of a transformation and 

modernisation project currently underway at ETPS. Steve Wadey commented: 

“We are delighted to see a PC-21 operating in the UK for the first time. These 

aircraft will have a primary role in the training syllabus. We are very pleased 

that, with Pilatus support, we are on track to deliver new training services for 

the benefit of our customers.” 

 

The delivery of the first PC-21 is another key milestone in the process of 

developing and strengthening the relationship between Pilatus and QinetiQ. 

Markus Bucher said: “We are extremely proud that our PC-21s were selected 

for the prestigious Empire Test Pilots’ School. QinetiQ is the ninth member of 

the family of PC-21 operators.  
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We are confident that the many international test pilots who will fly in these 

PC-21 aircraft in UK skies will benefit from continuing investment in the 

development of this trainer aircraft. With the PC-21, the best future test pilots 

will be trained with the world's most capable training system.” 

 

About the PC-21 – The Next Generation Trainer 

The PC-21 was developed to meet the growing requirements of air force 

training. Its outstanding performance, optimum aerodynamics, state-of-the-art 

cockpit equipment, flexibility and ease of maintenance all ensure it is far 

superior to other training aircraft. Training hours previously flown on jets can 

now be flown exclusively on the PC-21, generating substantial savings. Fuel 

consumption, noise emissions and associated costs can be greatly reduced. 

Pilatus has also developed a fully integrated training system to accompany the 

PC-21. It comprises the latest simulators, computer-based training and pilot 

classroom instruction. Nine customers have bought 211 PC-21s since its 

maiden flight in 2002. 

 

Further media information is available from: 

 

 

Photos of the PC-21 are available to download, free of charge, at  

www.pilatus-aircraft.com/photos. 
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Founded in 1939, Pilatus Aircraft Ltd is the only Swiss company to develop, produce and sell 

aircraft to customers around the world: from the legendary Pilatus Porter PC-6 to the best-

selling single-engine turboprop in its class, the PC-12, and the PC-21, the training system of 

the future. The latest development is the PC-24 – the world’s first ever business jet for use 

on short unprepared runways. Domiciled in Stans, the company is certified to ISO 14001 in 

recognition of its efforts for the environment. The Pilatus Group includes two independent 

subsidiaries in Broomfield (Colorado, USA) and Adelaide (Australia). With over 2,000 

employees at its headquarters, Pilatus is one of the largest employers in Central Switzerland. 

Pilatus provides training for about 120 apprentices in 13 different professions – job training 

for young people has always been a very high priority at Pilatus. 

 

 

Oscar J. Schwenk, Chairman 

Pilatus Aircraft Ltd, P.O. Box 992, 6371 Stans, Switzerland 

Phone: +41 41 619 62 05 

E-Mail: oscar.schwenk@pilatus-aircraft.com 

 

http://www.pilatus-aircraft.com/photos
http://www.pilatus-aircraft.com/
mailto:oscar.schwenk@pilatus-aircraft.com

