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PILATUS CONGRATULATES THE ROYAL AUSTRALIAN AIR FORCE ON 
ITS 100TH ANNIVERSARY  
 
The Royal Australian Air Force (RAAF) marked recently 100 years since its 
foundation. In those one hundred years, the RAAF has grown from humble 
beginnings into a highly capable, world-class Air Force, supporting operations and 
personnel at home and around the globe. Pilatus is proud to be part of this long 
history.  
 
Still to be formed, Pilatus was not part of the inauguration back in 1921. But for 
nearly forty of the past one hundred years, Pilatus has been a partner, helping to train 
aircrew for a variety of aircraft types and operational roles. Following the success of 
the PC-6 operated by the Australian Army, Pilatus delivered the first PC-9 trainer to the 
RAAF in 1987. Pilatus aircraft have been the RAAF’s turboprop trainer of choice ever 
since.  
 
It is testament to an enduring relationship that, in 2012, when replacing the PC-9, the 
RAAF chose Pilatus once again. In 2019, after over thirty years of service, the PC-9 
was withdrawn and replaced by a brand-new and highly innovative training system 
based on the PC-21.  
 
Transition from PC-21 to F-35 
Pilatus provides a turnkey training solution that will, in this era of joint operations, 
allow the Commonwealth of Australia to train aircrew from all services for the 
foreseeable future. The PC-21 training system, along with new state-of-the-art training 
facilities, allows the RAAF to develop young men and women not only for existing 
aircraft types, but also for the next generation of aircraft such as the F-35 and 
beyond. As the new platform of the world-renowned Roulettes aerobatic team, the  
PC-21 also plays a wider role in promoting Australian aviation and the armed services.  
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Proud to be part of the history 
Canberra skies recently provided the backdrop for a mass flyover to showcase the 
history of Australia's air force, all part of events to mark the 100th anniversary of the 
Royal Australian Air Force. 
 
Pedro Zwahlen, Ambassador of Switzerland to Australia, attended the official 
ceremony and said: “As the Swiss Ambassador in Australia, I am incredibly proud to 
see how Pilatus, a Swiss company, ranks among the world’s technological leaders. 
It’s absolutely fantastic that the Australian Roulettes fly Pilatus PC-21s as they 
represent Australia, but at the same time have Swiss origins at their core! After all, 
the Royal Australian Air Force is one of the most professional in the world. And the 
Royal Australian Air Force are joined by the Royal Flying Doctor Service of Australia 
which currently operates a fleet of over 35 PC-12s and four PC-24s – all Swiss made 
airplanes too!” 
 
Pilatus Chairman Oscar J. Schwenk added: “It is a point of great pride that the RAAF 
and the Commonwealth of Australia continue to trust Pilatus to help train aircrew for 
all three services. I and my Pilatus colleagues take this opportunity to congratulate 
the RAAF as well as its men and women, past and present, on the 100th anniversary 
of their Service.” 
 
Pilatus is very proud to be part of the history of the Royal Australian Air Force. We will 
continue to provide the Royal Australian Air Force with premium support and work to 
provide them with the world’s best training system – the Pilatus PC-21. 
 
High-resolution photos of the PC-21 can be downloaded at  
www.pilatus-aircraft.com/downloads 
 
Further media information is available from: 
 

 

 

Oscar J. Schwenk, Chairman 
Pilatus Aircraft Ltd, Stans, Switzerland 
Phone: +41 41 619 62 05 
E-mail: oscar.schwenk@pilatus-aircraft.com 

 
 

  

Pedro Zwahlen, Ambassador 
Embassy of Switzerland, Canberra, Australia 
Phone: +61 2 6162 8400 
E-mail: canberra@eda.admin.ch 
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Founded in 1939, Pilatus Aircraft Ltd is the only Swiss company to develop, produce and sell aircraft  
to customers around the world: from the legendary Pilatus Porter PC-6 to the best-selling single-engine 
turboprop in its class, the PC-12, and the PC-21, the training system of the future. The latest aircraft is 
the PC-24 – the world’s first ever business jet for use on short unprepared runways. Domiciled in Stans, 
the company is certified to ISO 14001 in recognition of its efforts for the environment. The Pilatus Group 
includes two independent subsidiaries in Broomfield (Colorado, USA) and Adelaide (Australia). With over 
2,000 employees at its headquarters, Pilatus is one of the largest employers in Central Switzerland. 
Pilatus provides training for about 130 apprentices in 13 different professions – job training for young 
people has always been a very high priority at Pilatus. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


