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PILATUS COMMISSIONS THE LARGEST SOLAR POWER PLANT IN
CANTON NIDWALDEN

The latest Pilatus solar plant was connected to the power grid just a few days ago:
occupying an area of 190 by 70 metres and equipped with almost 5,000 solar
modules, the maximum power output of the new Pilatus photovoltaic plant is
sufficient to meet the energy requirements of over 300 single-family homes. This
investment marks another big step forward by Pilatus toward climate-neutral
aircraft production.

The positive experience of the first two plants led to the installation of an additional
solar system on the newest production hall as well. It is the already the third in
service. The last one was awarded the European and Swiss Solar Prizes in 2018.
Recently connected to the grid, this latest plant delivers almost double the power as
the one from 2018, which won the awards.

Gigantic dimensions

The new installation was substantially extended to occupy the greater space available:
the roof of Pilatus’ newest timber hall, located right by the A2 motorway, has a
surface area equal to almost two football pitches, allowing for the installation of
4,996 modules. The power station’s maximum power output is 1.973 megawatts-
peak (MWp). That means it produces around 1,700,000 kilowatt hours of electricity
per year, covering the annual power requirements of over 300 single-family homes, to
give an example of the plant’s capacity. This solar power plant is by far the largest in
canton Nidwalden and is also one of the largest in central Switzerland.

Aiming for climate-neutral production

With its latest plant, Pilatus has taken another important step toward climate-neutral
aircraft production. Every year, the company sets itself new goals to promote
sustainability and the environment. The assembly hall on which the latest solar
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system is installed, was built primarily with Swiss timber, a sustainable resource. It
offers an ideal modern working atmosphere for employees.

Markus Bucher, Pilatus CEO, adds: “I’m very proud that we were able to invest in this
new photovoltaic plant here at our headquarters in Stans”. Sustainability and
environmental issues have always been very important to Pilatus, and we focus on
various areas which include projects which have already been completed such as
heating with renewable energy and heat recovery from our own production facilities,
LED lighting and full recycling of residual materials from our processing operations. In
addition, both the PC-12 and PC-24 obtained certification to fly with “sustainable fuel”
last year. In the future we are planning to invest in a fully electric fleet of company
vehicles and we also want to offer our employees charging stations for their electric
vehicles”.

High-resolution photos of the new solar plant may be downloaded at
www.pilatus-aircraft.com/downloads

Further information for media representatives is available from:

Markus Bucher, CEO

Pilatus Aircraft Ltd, Stans, Switzerland
Phone: +41 41 619 66 99

E-Mail: info@pilatus-aircraft.com

Founded in 1939, Pilatus Aircraft Ltd develops and produces the world’s most unique aircraft: from
the legendary PC-12, the best-selling single-engine turboprop in its class, to the PC-7 MKX and PC-
21 and associated simulators, the market-leading systems for pilot training. The brand-new PC-24 is
the world’s first ever business jet designed for use on short unprepared runways. The Pilatus team
consists of over 2300 exceptional employees who make the company, which is domiciled in Stans,
one of the largest and most innovative employers in Central Switzerland. The Pilatus Group also
includes independent subsidiaries in the USA and Australia. Pilatus provides training for over 140
apprentices in various professions — job training for young people has always been a very high
priority. Pilatus remains committed to Switzerland as a hub for work and new ideas, and acts in a
sustainable and environmentally-conscious manner at all times.
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